
 

The Ultimate Orlando Driving 
Guide for International Visitors 

How to Drive in Orlando  
Without Turning Into Lightning McQueen 

So, you’re thinking of hiring a car in Orlando? Brilliant choice, freedom, flexibility, and 
access to every Chick-fil-A within a 50-mile radius. But if you're an international visitor 
(especially from the UK), driving in the Sunshine State can feel like switching from Mario 
Kart to real-life Grand Theft Auto. Fear not this guide will have you cruising down I-4 like a 
local (but hopefully not at the same terrifying speeds).

Back Story 
On our first trip as a family to Orlando, we thought, "How hard can driving in the US be?" 
Turns out, quite tricky when you're jet-lagged, it's 37oC, and you’re trying to find the exit for 
International Drive while your kids sing “Why Should I Worry” on repeat (Like me and my 
sister on our first trip in 1988). Over the years and after many accidental U-turns we’ve 
cracked the code. And now, we’re handing you the keys.
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Why You Might Want to Drive in Orlando 
• You’re staying off-site and want to avoid the sometimes-unpredictable shuttle schedules.
• You want to explore beyond Disney and Universal. think beaches, local cities, outlet 

malls, and the Holy Land of Walmart.
• You want to hit the parks early and leave late without relying on anyone else’s timetable.

Essential Requirements for International Drivers 
• A Valid Driving Licence: If you're from the UK or many other countries, your regular 

licence is typically accepted. Check if an International Driving Permit is required based 
on your country.

• Car Hire Insurance: Always check what's included. You’ll want collision damage waiver 
(CDW), theft protection, and third-party liability as a minimum. 

• Credit Card: Most rental agencies require one in the driver’s name for security.
• GPS or Smartphone Navigation: Trust us, you don’t want to rely on a paper map while
• navigating I-4.

Tips for Driving in Orlando 
1. Drive on the Right: You knew this, but your reflexes might forget, especially at 4-way 

stops.
2. Turn Right on Red: Unless there's a sign saying you can't, it’s legal to turn right at a red 

light, after a complete stop.
3. Speed Limits are Strictly Enforced: Especially in school zones. Don’t push your luck.
4. Watch for Toll Roads: The 417 and 528 are common routes with tolls. Have change or 

consider using Visitor Toll Pass or getting a SunPass Transponder.
5. Parking:  Ample and often free in shopping centres, but theme parks charge (a lot). 

Consider preferred parking if you have mobility issues or want a quicker getaway.
6. Use Google Maps or Waze: They’ll help you avoid traffic jams, find alternate routes, 

and
7. dodge the dreaded I-4 gridlock.
8. Fuel (Gas) Up: You’ll need to prepay or swipe at the pump. Many stations don’t accept
9. international cards, so go inside if needed.

Where Not to Drive (If You Can Help It) 
• I-4 during rush hour (7-9 am and 4-7 pm) also known as "The Highway of Broken 

Dreams."
• International Drive on a Saturday night, it’s chaos with neon lights.
• Downtown Orlando unless you’re very confident with city driving.

Top Tip: Renting a car with Apple CarPlay or Android Auto makes life 
10x easier for navigation and Spotify singalongs.
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Best Day Trips with a Hire Car 
Kennedy Space Center (1 hour): Space nerd heaven.
Clearwater Beach (2 hours): White sand and chill vibes.
Mount Dora (45 mins): Charming and very “Gilmore Girls”.
Wekiva Springs (30 mins): Natural beauty and tube floating.

Bonus: Drive-Thru’s You’ll Want to Try 
• Chick-fil-A: Order the nuggets. Always the nuggets.
• Taco Bell: For late-night snacking after fireworks.
• Dunkin: Because you’ll need coffee for rope drop.

Recap: Quick Checklist Before You Drive Off 
• Valid licence and (if needed) an IDP
• Insurance fully understood and accepted
• Sat nav or smartphone charger lead (take both Type-A and Type-C)
• Car seat if travelling with little ones (it’s the law!)
• Patience and a playlist of Disney bangers

Final Thoughts 
Driving in Orlando gives you a whole new level of independence. You’re not just visiting 
the magic, you’re navigating it. With the right prep and a few giggles along the way, you’ll 
be zipping to Dole Whips and fireworks with ease. 

Just remember: stay right, stay calm, and never, ever forget where you parked at Magic 
Kingdom.

Planning a trip soon? Save this guide and check out our full Orlando planning resources at
www.beyondthemagicvacations.com.
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